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Editor’s note ...

Summer almost is over, but that doesn’t mean the
fun is over.

Indeed, the 16th annual Town of McCandless
Community Day will be taking place Saturday,
September 10. More details can be found on page
5. Part of Community Day will be a sneak preview
of the new McCandless/Northern Allegheny Heri-
tage Center (which you can read about on the next

page).

Since the summer weather will be sticking
around for a little while longer, be sure to check out
the summer fun tips published later in the Town
Crier. Additionally, tax information, recent Town
Council news and other important information —
including information about the Town’s new trash
contract with Waste Management — can be found
inside.

John Bojarski

Town Crier editor




Bullick collection moved into new build-
ing, Heritage Center seeking volunteers

Earlier this summer, most
of the physical work on the
building that will house the Mc-
Candless/Northern Allegheny
Heritage Center was completed.

With that work done, mem-
bers of the Town’s Public Works
crew spent several days in June
moving items from local his-
torian Joe Bullick’s collection
from its old home — McKnight
Elementary School — to its new
home adjacent to Town Hall.

The collection contains hun-
dreds of household items, farm
equipment, military and sports
uniforms, photographs, maps,
high school yearbooks and lots
of other regional items and doc-
uments primarily from the first
half of the 20th century.

“There are things in the mu-
seum that are almost a hundred
years old,” Bullick said.

The largest
item in the
collection is
a 500-pound
wood-burning
stove that came
from a farm-
house. Bullick
said this stove
likely dates
from the 1930s.

“That was a
common stove
at that time,”
he said. “This
is my pride and
joy, this stove.”

Above: The Heritage Center building is shown here in mid-July, with
most of the interior work complete and some preliminary landscap-

ing.

Bottom: Joe Bullick stands next to the 500-pound wood-burning

stove at its former home at McKnight Elementary School.

The collec-
tion also has a jukebox dating
to 1954, several old radios and
wind-up record players, lots of
early area maps, an apple cider
press, and dozens and dozens
of other items sure to incite
nostalgia.

The Heritage
Center building
is a replica one-
room school-
house located
on Pump
House Lane off
Grubbs Road.
The building
was designed
by Ralph Ster-
zinger of RSSC
Architecture. A
groundbreaking

took place in September 2014.
Students from A.W. Beattie
Tech, members of the Town’s
Public Works crew and several
local contractors worked hard
to make the building a reality.

Now that the building is
done and the move is complete,
volunteers are needed to help
clean and catalog the collection.

A sneak preview for the
Heritage Center is planned to
take place at Community Day
on Saturday, September 10.

To inquire about volunteer-
ing, please contact John Bojar-
ski at 412-364-0616 Ext. 118 or
at jbojarski@townofmccandless.
org.
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WASTE MAMNAGEMENT

Starting Monday, October 3,
Waste Management will be han-
dling the Town’s trash, recycling
and yard waste pickup.

Town Council on April 25
voted to award the contract to
Waste Management. The five-
year contract will expire Dec. 31,
2021.

During the first year of the
contract, customers with a
35-gallon trash cart will pay $63
during each four-month billing
cycle. Customers with a 65-gal-
lon cart will pay $71.72 each

billing cycle. Customers with
a 95-gallon cart will pay $80.44
each billing cycle.

The senior rate — which of-
fers a 10-percent discount to se-
nior citizens and people who are
permanently disabled — during
the first year of the contract will
be $57.04 each billing cycle for
those with a 35-gallon cart. The
senior rate with a 65-gallon cart
is $64.88 during each billing
cycle, and the senior rate with a
95-gallon cart will be $72.76 each
billing cycle.

Waste lManagement taking over
trash and recycling on Oct. 3

In September, Town residents
will receive a new Customer
Handbook with updated infor-
mation on the trash and recy-
cling program, as well as new
information related to Waste
Management.

Waste Management was the
lowest qualified bidder. It was
one of three bidding companies,
along with Vogel Disposal and
Republic Services — which is
the Town’s current hauler. Re-
public will continue to handle
the Town’s trash and recycling
through September 30.

Until October 3, residents will continue to receive trash pickup from

Republic Services. They can be contacted at 1-800-464-2120 on
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., or at svcreq@republicservices.com

SOME CHANGES, BUT MOST THINGS WILL STAY THE SAME

With the new contract, most things residents are

used to will not change.

Basic trash, recycling and yard waste procedures
will stay the same. Residents still will have a 35, 65
or 95-gallon black top cart for trash and 35, 65 or
95-gallon blue top cart for recycling. Residents also

For more information on new bulk pickup
procedures and for any other questions, please

candless.org.

will continue to have the option of a 95-gallon green

top cart for yard waste.

Unless you receive a letter from Waste Manage-
ment, your trash day will stay the same, as well.

One thing that will change is the bulk item pick-
up day. Certain small bulk items — such as lamps,
vacuum cleaners and up to three 32-gallon trash
bags at a time — will continue to be picked up on
your regular trash day. With reduced demand, other
bulk items — including appliances, furniture, over-
sized items and volume pickups — will be picked

up on Wednesdays only.

consult the Customer Handbook which will be
going out to every home in September and will be
posted on the Town’s website at www.townofmc-

Waste Management

contact information

Phone: 1-800-866-4460

E-mail: wpacustomerservice@wm.com

Customer service hours:

M-F 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.




At Your Door HHW and E-Waste Collection

As a part of the contract with Waste Management, residents will have a convenient new opportunity to
dispose of Household Hazardous Waste — such as cleaners, chemicals and automotive products — and
E-Waste — such as old computers, televisions and other electronics.

The At Your Door HHW and E-Waste Collection program allows residents to easily dispose of these often

difficult-to-recycle items.

How to participate...

1. Go to www.WMAtYourDoor.com

2. Call 1-800-449-7587 (Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time)

3. E-mail AtYourDoor@WM.com

At Your Door

First, you have to schedule your collection. There are three ways to do this:

Starting October 3

The call center operators will guide you through the steps toward a safe and
successful collection. You will be asked several questions, including your ad-
dress and the type and amount of materials available for the pick up. You will

be provided a convenient collection date and information about where to place the kit for collection. A kit will
be sent to your home in plenty of time for you to gather and pack your materials.

Preparing for collection

The collection kit includes
an instruction sheet and
other items to help pack

and secure your household —'
generated special materials.

Please read the instruction
sheet included in the kit.

On the day of collection

On the scheduled date, the custom-
er service technician will collect mate-
rials directly from your home. They will
sort and pack the materials for proper
transportation, recycling and disposal.
Participants will receive a postage-paid
survey card to complete and mail back
to help track the program.

Got more stuff than will fit in the kit? Don’t worry.

Remember, this service will be available year-round,
and the cost is included in your regular trash bill.
Just schedule another collection! Small quantities
may be combined with your neighbors. Call center
representatives are available from Monday - Friday
8 a.m.to 8 p.m. ET at 1-800-449-7587. Leave a mes-
sage after hours, weekends and holidays. E-mail the
call center: AtYourDoor@WM.com.

Acceptable and Unacceptable materials for At Your Door HHW and E-Waste collection

Two categories of acceptable materials

Must be placed INSIDE the kit

Acceptable materials for OUTSIDE the kit

UNACCEPTABLE MATERIALS

Automotive products:
Antifreeze

Brake fluid
Cleaner

Hydraulic fluid
Transmission fluid
Motor oil

Qil filter

Polish

Wax

Gasoline

Diesel fuel

Paint products
Latex
Oil-based
Thinners
Artist’s paint
Spray paint
Stain

Sealer

Caulk

Household cleaners
Ammonia

Cleaning compounds
Floor stripper

Drain cleaner
Tile/shower cleaner
Rust remover

Flammable and com-
bustible materials
Kerosene

Solvent

Certain cleaners

Swimming pool chem-
icals

Pool acid

Chlorine (tablets,
liquid)

Garden chemicals
Insect sprays
Weed killers
Herbicide
Fertilizer
Pesticides

Misc. household
Batteries
Hobby glue

Vehicle batteries (up
to 4)

Fluorescent tubes and

CFLs (up to 10, placed
inside their original
sheaths or taped
together)

Televisions (one at a
time)

One computer system
(one each of the
following: CPU/tower,
monitor, keyboard,
mouse, desktop printer

Electronics with circuit
boards (CD Rom, VCRs,
cell phones, DVD/CD/
tape players, related
cords) — up to 25
pounds

Waste Management will NOT
collect any materials in unlabeled or
leaking containers. If you have ques-
tions about proper disposal methods
for non-acceptable items, commer-
cial chemicals or hazardous materials
in containers larger than five gallons
in size, please contact the call center

at 1-800-449-7587.
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¢ Iltems that are improperly
packaged for transport

* Biological waste

e Construction materials

* Smoke detectors

¢ Unknown materials

e Pressurized cylinders

e Ammunition

e Leaking containers

e [tems in containers over 5
gallons

e Commercial products

e E-cigarettes

¢ All medicines

e Empty containers

® Asbestos

o Tires

¢ Radioactive materials

o Fire extinguishers

¢ Explosives

¢ Unlabeled containers

¢ Business supplies from
homes

e Trash, including bulky
items
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The Town of McCandless, Ohio Township and Good-

will again teamed up this year for a major e-waste collec- GOOdW iII

tion, which was held Saturday, June 18. Southwestern Pennsylvania B

Roughly 500 cars cycled through the Town Hall park-
ing lot between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Vehicles began lining
up shortly after 9 a.m.

The collected items filled 74 bulk boxes — which in
turn filled one full semi-truck trailer and one smaller
truck trailer. Permitted items included computers, print-
ers, cell phones, digital cameras, microwaves and cables.

Thank you to the crew from Goodwill, employees
from McCandless and Ohio, and to all the residents who
participated in the collection.







TOWN COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

The Town is on

Faceboolk nowr!

The Town of Mc-
Candless officially is on
Facebook!

Town.

Town Council creates Environ-
mental Advisory Committee

Council on Monday, May 23 voted unan-
imously to establish an Environmental

Advisory Committee.

On June 27, Town
Council passed a so-
cial media policy with
a 6-1 vote. This policy
allows the Facebook
page to exist and pro-
vides guidance for the use of social media by the

The Committee is designed to advise
Town Council on a variety of matters con-
cerning the environment in the Town.

The committee will help develop and rec-
ommend policies and programs to Town
Council to preserve and enhance aspects of

the Town’s character, and will address envi-
ronmental issues in the Town.

Visit the page at www.facebook.com/town-

ofmccandless.

The page will regularly be updated with
community information, photos and other fun

stuff.

If you have a Facebook profile, be sure to like
the page (if you haven't already) to stay up-to-
date on the latest, greatest Town information.

The Committee will consist of seven
members who are Town residents appoint-

ed by Town Council serving a staggered
four-year term, plus one Council member

who serves as liaison to Council.

month.

Feel free to invite friends and neighbors to like
the page and stay informed as well.

Appointment policy approved

Town Council on May 23
unanimously adopted a new
appointment policy for author-
ities, boards, commissions and
advisory committees.

Under the policy, an applica-
tion form for positions on these
entities will be made available
on the Town’s website and at
Town Hall. These applications
will be accepted at any time for
any positions, and they will be
kept on file at Town Hall for two
years.

If a vacancy occurs, the po-
sition will be advertised on the
Town website for 30 days, unless
a different length of time is set
by Town Council. If feasible, the
position will be advertised in
other Town publications.

Applicants will be inter-
viewed by Town Council, and
a majority vote by Council will
result in appointments being
made.

Once it is formed, the Committee will
meet on the second Wednesday of each

Reappointments will be
considered by Town Council
after consulting with the entity’s
Council Liaison or Commit-
tee Chair. Additionally, people
appointed to these entities after
June 1, 2016, may not hold more
than two appointed positions at
a time.

An application can be found
at www.townofmccandless.org
on the “Authorities, Boards,
Commissions and Advisory
Committees” page.



Town Finances 101

General Fund Expenditures

= General Government

Fund Balance - 12/31/2016
o

Inter-Fund Transfers Out

= Refunds
1%

B Culture & Recreation ® Public Safety
)

Public Works
19%

4. Does the Town have to
borrow money to pay for the
services provided?

Attempting to peruse and
understand the Town’s 2015
Audited Financial Statement
(74 pages, including attach-
ments) or 2016 Budget Doc-
ument (117 pages, including
the Budget Message) can be a
daunting task for those who
don’t work with numbers on a
daily basis. Frankly, it can be
daunting at times for those of
us who do this for a living.

5. How does the pension crisis
that has been reported in the
news affect the Town?

6. How much money does
the Town have in savings, and
why is it there?

7. What are the Town’s finan-
When you look at the big cial plans for the future?
picture, these numbers can be

more readily understood by

8. How does McCandless
compare to other communities
in Allegheny County?

We will answer each of
these questions in upcoming
issues of the Town Crier and
McMail, and you can help.
You can email us at adminis-
tration@townofmccandless.org
and let us know if you have
any additional questions or
comments. We can then work
your responses into our up-
coming articles.

In the meantime, you can
view the entire 2015 Audited
Financial Statement and you
can view the entire 2016 Bud-
get Document. They are both
available on the Town’s web-
site, www.townofmccandless.
org, under the heading “Gen-
eral Information.”

Please be sure to go to the
Town website and sign up to
be on the electronic mailing
list.

answering the following series
of questions:

1. What services are provided
by the Town, and how much
do they cost?

2. Where does the money
come from to pay for these
services?

Fund Balance - 1/1/2016
19%

3. How much do I pay in tax-
es, and where does that money
go?

Inter-Fund Transfers In
0%

Non-Tax Revenue
10%

General Fund Revenues

Tax Revenue
67%




Lets talk about taxes in McCandless

The Town’s property tax mill-
age rate is 1.296 mills ($129.60 per
$100,000 of assessed value) for
the 2016 calendar year. The North
Allegheny School District (NASD)
millage rate is 18.0011 mills for
the 2016-17 fiscal year (which runs
from July 1, 2016 through June 30,
2017).

The tax due dates are Septem-
ber 1 to pay at the 2% discount,
and November 1 to avoid the 10%
penalty. These dates were outlined
in the 2016 Town Calendar, which
was mailed to you last December,
and are also posted on the Town
web site.

Please note that failure to pay
your tax by December 31 may re-
sult in a lien being placed against
your property. By law, all NASD
real estate taxes that remain un-
paid as of December 31 must be
turned over to the delinquent tax
collector for the school district
(Maiello, Brungo & Maiello, LLP).

Town of McCandless delin-
quent real estate taxes are still due
and payable directly to the Town.

The tax bills (Town and school
district on one bill) were mailed
on July 1. When reviewing your
bill, please note the following:

® If you have been approved by
Allegheny County for an Act 77
Senior Citizen Abatement, the 30
percent reduction in your Town
assessed value has already been
factored into the tax amount that
appears on your bill.

® If you were approved by Al-
legheny County prior to April 30,
2016 for a Homestead Exclusion
under Act 1 of 2006, also known as
the Taxpayer Relief Act, then the
reduction in your NASD assessed
value appears as a separate line
item on your bill.

® If you qualified for a Home-
stead Exclusion prior to April

30, 2016, you are also eligible to
take advantage of the installment
payment plan offered by both the
Town and the school district. To
elect the installment payment plan
option, you must pay the first in-
stallment amount stated on the bill
(no other amounts accepted) by
September 1. Payments received
after September 1 will be consid-
ered timely only if they contain an
official U.S. Postal Service post-
mark of September 1 or earlier. If
any installment payment is late,
you will be disqualified from the
installment program for 2017, and
you will be subject to payment of
your entire tax bill in full subject
to the standard deadlines and
terms.

® [f you choose the installment
payment plan option and make
your first payment in a timely
manner, you will then receive two
additional installment bills with
due dates for those two payments.
Payments received after either

of these due dates, subject again
to the official postmark, will be
charged a penalty of 10 percent.

If your payment is more than 10
days late for either of these install-
ments, or if your payments for
both of these installments are late
for any period of time, you will
not be eligible for the installment
plan the following year.

® [f you have not received a tax
bill, please contact our office im-
mediately at 412-364-0616 and we
will send you a new bill. In addi-
tion, if the billing address for your
real estate tax bill changed after
January 1 of this year, you need to
notify us immediately. Allegheny
County provides us with a billing
address as of January 1, but they
do not provide us with updates

if there is a change after this date.
Your billing address may change
because you paid off your mort-
gage and no longer have your tax-
es escrowed, your mortgage was
sold and you have a new escrow
agent, or you are the owner but
not the occupant of a property and
you move to a new address.



Local Services Tax

Any individual who works in the Town and

has earned income and/or net profits of over
$12,000 within the Town is required to pay this
tax. The tax rate is $52 per year, but employ-

ees are only liable for the tax for pay periods

in which they are employed. Employers are
required to withhold the tax on a pro-rata basis
based on the number of pay periods in a calen-
dar year (26 if you are paid every two weeks,

24 if you are paid twice a month, etc.). Self-em-
ployed individuals are required to pay the full
$52 in quarterly installments. The Town appoint-
ed Keystone Collections Group, effective January
1, 2011, to collect the local services tax. Key-
stone is located at 546 Wendel Road, Irwin, PA
15642. They can be contacted at 724-978-0300
or online at www.keystonecollects.com.

Business Privilege Tax

If you operate a business located in the Town,
either out of your home or at a specific commer-
cial location, you are required to file and pay this
tax. The tax deadline was May 16, 2016 at 7:00
p.m. Please check the 2016 Town Calendar, view
the Town website at www.townofmccandless.
org, or call us at 412-364-0616 for more infor-
mation. In addition, you can print a copy of the
Town’s Rules and Regulations directly from the
website.

Drop Box Procedures

Due to concerns regarding the safety of both

tax payers and Town staff, payments placed in
the drop box or any other location on the Town
premises after 7:00 pm on the due date will be
considered late, and will be subject to the appro-
priate penalties and interest. The Town tax office
will remain open until 7:00 pm on September

1 and November 1 to accept timely Real Estate
Tax payments. Payments postmarked by the U.S.
Postal Service by the above due dates will con-
tinue to be considered timely.

Earned Income and Net Profits Tax
The Town contracted with Keystone Collections
Group of Irwin, PA for the collection of this tax for
2011 and future tax years. They are located at 546
Wendel Road, Irwin, PA 15642, and can be reached
by phone at 724-978-0300.

You can also get tax forms and other information by
visiting www.keystonecollects.com. Please remem-
ber that you must make quarterly estimated tax
payments if you are self-employed. The only excep-
tion is that anyone earning $12,000 or less is not
required to make quarterly payments.

Per Capita Tax

All residents of the Town over the age of 21 are
required to pay this North Allegheny School District
tax. The 2016 Per Capita Tax bill is based on the
NASD fiscal year of July 1, 2016 through June 30,
2017. The billing procedure in 2016 is the same as
that used since 2006. Unless you have contacted

us previously, each residential property will have
$20 added to the real estate tax bill to account for
two individuals in the household over the age of 21.
Additional residents in each household and renters
over the age of 21 will be sent a separate bill. If you
have only one resident in your household over the
age of 21, please contact us immediately so that
the adjustment can be made. If you have more than
two residents and do not receive an additional bill,
please contact us so that we can add those individ-
uals. If you receive a bill but are not yet 21, please
write your month and year of birth on the bill, sign
and date it, and return it to us. Owners of rental
properties are required to notify the Town of the
move in and move out dates of all tenants.

Per Capita Contact Information:
McCandless Town Hall

9955 Grubbs Road

Wexford, PA 15090
412-364-0616
taxoffice@townofmccandless.org

Call 412-364-0616 or e-mail taxoffice@townofmccandless.org with any tax questions
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Helpful fire safety tips from your friendly neighborhood Fire Marshal

Summer is a great time to J
do things like take a road
trip, but it’s important not :
to leave fire safety at home! Z=

Keep these tips in mind to
find a fire-safe hotel for
your trip.

When staying at a motel or hotel, choose one that has a
fire sprinkler system and smoke alarm system. Ask the front desk clerk about the fire
notification system and what the fire alarm sounds like. Review the fire escape plan
posted in the room.

Once you arrive at the hotel, here are some things to look for:

o Check the floor where you room is located. Can you see a minimum of two exits?
o Are the exit signs illuminated so that they can be easily read?

o Is there a fire extinguisher on the floor?

» You will also want to check to see if there is a fire alarm on the floor.

 Doors leading to the outside should be able to be easily opened.

» Once you get to your room, check to see if it is equipped with a smoke detector.

o A fire evacuation plan should be posted in your room. You will probably find it at-
tached to the inside of the door. If you don’t see one when you enter the room, contact
the front desk to ask for one.

o Identify the exits — count how many doors are from your room to the nearest exit — in
case you are not able to see either from smoke or power out-

age.
¢ Whether you're in a hotel or a restaurant or a museum, al- @
ways make sure you are familiar with where the closest exits .

are located. This will be very important if a fire or other emer-
gency breaks out.

10



Knowing a few fire
safety grilling tips will
help everyone have a safe summer.

Keep a
) Only use your 3-foot safe

P ngII outside. . 4 . = v zone around
ﬂ a2 % your grill and
' B campfire.

Keep it away
from siding and
deck rails.

Clean your

grill after each

use. This will
remove grease
that can start a fire.

Place the coals
from your grill
in a metal can

with a lid once
they have
cooled.

Keep an
eye on
Open your gas grill before lighting. your grill,
fire pit
or patio
torches. Never leave any of them unattended.

Stay fire safe
this summer!

g - - J (J
For more information and resources, visit /A\

www.usfa.fema.gov and www.nfpa.org.

Fire is
Everyone’s
Fight ™
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| A free shredding and medicine collection event will be held Saturday, August 20
' B from 9 to 11 a.m. in the parking lot of Carson Middle School, 300 Hillvue Lane.

It’s time to clean out your medicine cabinet! Protect our
kids, families and environment by properly disposing
of your unwanted and expired medicines with the as-
sistance of the Town of McCandless Police Department.

Protect your privacy and dispose of confidential doc-

uments properly. Please limit items to be shredded to
3-5 boxes per household. No commercial businesses. This event is for personal
shredding only.

If you have any questions, please call Representative Mike Turzai’s office at
412-369-2230.
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& e-Waste Recycling
& Data Destruction Event

August 27,2016 Northland Public Library

10am—1 pm 300 Cumberland Road—Lower Level Parking Lot
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Sponsored by Northland Public Library and

il el e Commonwealth Computer Recycling

ELECTRONIC ITEMS ACCEPTED—
Almost anything with a plug!

« Desktop, Laptops, Tablets, Hard Drives

« Keyboards, Mice, Power Supplies, Motherboards /
Circuit Boards, Cables, Speakers,

« UPS Batteries & Backup Systems
« LCD monitors
» Routers, Switches, Wireless Routers

« Phones, Phone Systems, Ink, Toner, AC Adapters,
Projectors, Typewriters

« NOCRT,TVS, AC UNITS, LARGE APPLIANCES
A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS BENEFIT

Northland Public Library

N

B866-925-2354 NORTHLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMONWEALTH

Chat online www.ccrcyber.com or email info@ccrcyber.com
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STAY CONNECTED TO THE TOWN OF MCCANDLESS

townofmccandless.org

Submit a Question or Concern

If you have a question or concern, please contact us

at 412-364-0616 or the appropriate e-mail addresses

listed below:

® administration@ownofmccandless.org

* policeadministration@townofmccandless.org

* public.works@townofmccandless.org
firemarshal@townofmccandless.org
taxoffice@ownofmccandless.org
zoning@townofmccandless.org
recycleit@townofmccandless.org

Sign Up For McMail™

Visit our website at www.townofmccandless.org

to sign up for our monthly e-newsletter, McMail ™.
Each month, all of the latest and greatest informa-
tion will be delivered right to your inbox. The news-
letter also will be available on the website under the
“News and Publications” section.




